DACULA SOCCER CLUB

HANDBOOK

MISSION STATEMENT
Dacula Soccer Club (“DSC”) is a not-for-profit organization run by a volunteer board of parents and consumers dedicated to providing a safe and healthy environment to teach recreational and competitive soccer to youth so they can build on this foundation to become good citizens and responsible adults. 

We have high expectations of all the people involved with the DSC. We are promoting good sportsmanship, love and knowledge of the game, teamwork and commitment, respect for others and a willingness to tolerate and give to others. We cannot exist without the support and volunteer efforts of our members and encourage you to get involved. After all, you may be your child’s best teacher or coach and can easily justify the quality time you invest in your child’s development while helping someone else along the way.
PURPOSE OF DSC
The purpose of DSC is to provide a safe, healthy environment to enable our children to develop their character, develop a good attitude about teamwork, have fun, and to encourage our children to have a sense of responsibility and citizenship.  The players are learning to play a mentally and physically challenging sport that teaches skill, strategy, and teamwork.  Soccer is a game that is mastered over many years of developing unique skills.  This is not a game with a “kill the competition” mentality.  As parents, coaches, officials, and officers of DSC, our task is to be good role models for our children.  No screaming, yelling obscenities or other abuses will be tolerated toward players, coaches, officials, or parents.  We do not want our children to witness bad behavior by adults.  Adults involved in DSC are expected to encourage, praise and nurture players while showing respect for others involved with DSC.

PLAYERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
DSC has established a players’ code of conduct which we require every player to adhere to at all times.  A copy of this can be found at the end of this handbook and will be passed out to every player at the beginning of every season.

COACHES’ CODE OF CONDUCT
DSC has established a coaches’ code of conduct which we require every coach to adhere to at all times.  A copy of this can be found at the end of this handbook and will be passed out to every coach at the beginning of every season.  Coaches are required to read and sign this code of conduct.

PARENTS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
DSC has established a parents’ code of conduct which we require every parent to adhere to at all times.  A copy of this can be found at the end of this handbook and will be passed out to every parent at the beginning of every season.

DACULA SOCCER CLUB WEBSITE
DSC has an official website located at www.daculasoccer.com.  This site contains pertinent information such as board members’ names and e-mail addresses, game schedules, rules and DSC news.  We also offer some informational articles, tidbits and soccer terms.  In addition, you can sign up to be on the DSC mailing list and receive e-mail newsletters of DSC news.

GEORGIA STATE SOCCER ASSOCIATION
DSC is affiliated with the Georgia State Soccer Association.  The GSSA website is located at www.gasoccer.org.  As part of DSC’s affiliation with GSSA, players and coaches are covered by both medical and liability insurance.  The medical insurance provides secondary coverage while participating in practice sessions and games and while traveling to and from practices and games.  Questions about insurance coverage should be referred to GSSA at 770/452-0505.  If an injury does occur that you would like coverage for, please notify your child’s coach within 24 hours of the injury.

PRACTICE INFORMATION
DSC has exclusive rights to hold practices and games at Rabbit Hill Soccer Complex.  Coaches may hold practices in other locations provided they have permission from the property owner.  DSC has the following guidelines regarding practice lengths and frequency of practices:  U-6 should practice only once a week for 45 to 60 minutes; U-8 may practice up to twice a week for 60 minutes per practice; U-10 may practice up to twice a week for 60 minutes per practice; U-12 and up may practice up to twice a week for 90 minutes per practice.  Specific practice times are set by the coaches.  DSC does require that parents, or another responsible adult, be on sight for every practice.  If you do need to leave your child, please give another responsible adult emergency numbers and your location. No cleats are allowed on playing fields at Rabbit Hill Soccer Complex during practice time.

FIELD LOCATION

DSC holds all of its games at Rabbit Hill Soccer Complex.  The only exception to this are the recreation and select travel teams which will play schedules created by GYSA with home and away games.  To get to our fields from Lawrenceville, follow Highway 316 east and turn left on Hurricane Trail Road.  Turn right at Hurricane Shoals, go approximately 1.5 miles to Rabbit Hill Road, and turn right, soccer complex will be located on the left.  Soccer fields are behind the concession stand.

RAINOUTS AND NO-SHOWS
Parents should know that soccer is played in the rain, however not in cases of thunder and/ or lightening.  If DSC does cancel games due to rain, coaches will be notified by phone.  It is then each coach’s responsibility to notify his or her team of the cancellation.  If possible, DSC will reschedule cancelled games and get the new dates to the coaches.  If any team is unable to play on a scheduled date, please contact our referee assignor.

FIELD GUIDELINES AND RULES
· Do not litter and if you see some litter, please pick it up.  We want to keep our fields clean.

· The consumption of alcoholic beverages is forbidden.

· Smoking or the use of other tobacco products is strictly prohibited on the fields.

· No foul or abusive language.

· Spectators shall remain at least five yards behind the touchline.

· Spectators for both teams are required to be on the opposite side of the field from the coaches.

· Let the referee who has been trained to do so call the game.  We will not tolerate referee abuse.

· Please do not hang on the goals.  If you see anyone using the goals inappropriately, please tell the field marshal.

· Pets are not permitted on the field.

COACHES INFORMATION
DSC will distribute information during the season to the coaches by placing the info in the coaches’ mailboxes located in front of the concession stand.  Coaches should check their mailbox every week.  We will also have an area in our website titled “mailbox.”  Coaches may also check this location for information.

PLAYING TIME
In the U-12 and younger age groups, GYSA mandates each child play one half of each half and that substitutions can only be made at the beginning of each quarter.  GYSA rules concerning U-8 and U-10 goalkeeper participation in recreation play states that the goalkeeper must be given at least as much time in each game as a field player as he/she plays as goalkeeper.  Failure to abide by GYSA participation rules will result in the forfeit of your match.  However, coaches do have the right to sit a player out if he/she does not attend practice.

GAME DAY RESPONSIBILITIES
It is the responsibility of the home team of the first game of the day to prepare the field for play.  This includes installing the flags, which can be found by the concession stand, and ensuring that the goals are positioned correctly.  The home team of the last game of the day is responsible for collecting the flags and returning them to the concession stand.

FIELD MARSHAL DUTIES
Teams are assigned field marshal duty throughout the season to assist in the daily operations of game day.  Each coach will be given a schedule for field marshal duty.  The responsibilities of the field marshal include patrolling for trash, general information, helping with injuries (getting ice), look for dangerous weather or field conditions, and to help enforce the field rules of DSC.  The field marshal will also enforce the game day responsibilities of every team.  Field marshals are to check in at the concession stand and get a vest.

TEAM PARENT
The team parent is an invaluable member of the team and an integral link in the communication channel at DSC.  The team parent handles many of the administrative aspects of the team such as getting volunteers for the concession stand and field marshal duty, phone calling, arranging for trophies, and other items to help the coach whenever possible.  The team parent should also be responsible for obtaining volunteers to move goals when it is their team’s turn.

GAME CARDS
Game cards are to be used at all games and submitted to the referee prior to each game indicating name and number of each player, coach(s) names, date, time, field, etc.  Coaches may obtain blank game cards from the mailboxes in the concession breezeway.

SHIN GUARDS
Shin guards must be covered ENTIRELY by stockings and provide adequate protection as mandated by the Laws of the Game.  All players must wear shinguards at games and practices or insurance will not cover injuries.  NO SHIN GUARDS, NO PLAY.

PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING PROBLEMS
The DSC Board of Directors is charged with the responsibility for investigating internal club complaints and disciplinary problems.  When problems are referred to the Board, a hearing may be held and appropriate remedial measures may be directed.  Please see the attached document entitled “Discipline Guidelines” for further information.

TEAM PICTURES
DSC will schedule every team for pictures during the course of a season.  Buying the pictures is not mandatory, but we do request that all players show up for picture day.  That way the team picture will truly represent the whole team.

PLAYERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
I WILL:

· Play the game for the game’s sake.

· Play to the best of my ability.

· Have a positive attitude.

· Be generous when I win.

· Be graceful when I lose

· Give encouragement to my fellow teammates.

· Always be fair.

· Obey the Laws of the Game.

· Work for the good of the game.

· Respect officials and their decisions.

· Respect my coach and my opponents.

· Never leave a practice or game without telling my coach.

· Never hang on goals or nets.

· Conduct myself with honor and dignity.

· Practice on my own.

· Never use abusive or vulgar language.

· HAVE FUN!

COACHES’ CODE OF CONDUCT
I WILL:

· NOT keep score when coaching in U-6 or U-8 leagues.

· Act in a professional manner while representing DSC.

· Promote fair play.

· Understand that I am responsible for the actions of my team’s spectators.

· Respect officials and their decisions.

· Respect my players and my opponents.

· Conduct myself with honor and dignity.

· Focus on individual player development while teaching the benefits and values of teamwork, team chemistry and friendship among players.

· Put individual player development above win/loss records.

· Know the Laws of the Game and teach my players to do the same.

· Win with dignity, lose gracefully and always show composure.

· Never use abusive or vulgar language.

· Keep a positive attitude and encourage my players to do their best.

· HAVE FUN!






Signed: __________________________________






Printed Name: _____________________________






Date:  ____________________________________

PARENTS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
I WILL:

· Learn the Players’ Code of Conduct and encourage my child to follow same.

· Bring my child to games and practices on time.

· Call the coach if my child is unable to participate in a practice or a game.

· Do my best to attend all practices and games.

· Have a positive attitude.

· Support the coach, club and team.

· Volunteer my services to the club when needed.

· Learn the Laws of the Game and encourage my child to do so as well.

· Comply with the rules of the club.

· Never engage in dissent directed toward the officials.

· Never engage in or encourage any type of unsportsmanlike conduct.

· Never interfere with the duties and responsibilities of the coach.

· Conduct myself with honor and dignity.

· Applaud good plays by both my child’s team and opposing teams.

· Never use abusive or vulgar language.

· HAVE FUN!

DISCIPLINE GUIDELINES
	Offense / Infraction
	Discipline

	Abuse to any participant by coach, player or spectator
	3 game suspension

	Abuse to a referee by coach, player or spectator
	3 game suspension

	Assault to any participant by coach, player or spectator
	1 year suspension

	Assault on a referee by coach, player or spectator
	1 year suspension

	Spectator entering field without permission of referee
	1 game suspension

	Fighting between players
	2 game suspension

	Offensive, insulting or abusive language by coach, player or spectator
	1 game suspension

	Playing an ineligible player by coach
	2 game suspension

	Refusal to leave the field after dismissal by coach, player or spectator
	1 game suspension

	Removing team from field (without referee consent) by coach
	3 game suspension


NOTES:

· Depending on the infraction and its severity, additional sanctions and/or probation may be mandated.

· Second offenses of any of the above will result in that player, coach or spectator being suspended from any further activity with DSC until a hearing commences.

· Any coach or spectator who is dismissed during a game must, immediately and completely, remove themselves from sight and sound of the field of play.  They are not permitted to return to the field after the game.  Arrange to pick up children or equipment away from sight and sound of the field.

· Any player who is dismissed during a game must, immediately and completely, remove themselves from sight and sound of the field of play and must be accompanied by an adult.  If an adult is not available to take the player away from the field, that player must remain quietly with his/her team until the end of the game.  They are not permitted to return to the field after the game.

· Players who have been sent off during a match MUST serve their suspension sitting with their teammates and dressed in street clothes before they are eligible to play again.
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