Practice field usage.  

There are several reasons for the rules concerning field utilization.  The main reason is to reduce or eliminate damage occurring to the field.  Damage that occurs will need to be repaired.  That will be the responsibility of the club or the county, depending on the type of damage.  In either case the field will not be available during that time period

One of the contributing factors is the time frame in which we use the field.  Our playing seasons are from July until November and from March until June for the recreational teams, and almost year round for the select teams. The field will go dormant in October at the first frost, and will not green out until late March or April, depending on the temperature.  When the grass is dormant any damage that occurs will not be able to be easily repaired. We generally finish the fall season and start the spring season on dormant grass.  We will have from mid-June until late July to repair any areas that are damaged.  

No cleats during practice.  Game day use of cleats can do a fair amount of damage and that is why we restrict their use to game days..  Practice and games on wet turf compact the ground and limit the recovery of the area.

No practice in the goal mouth.  The area of the field that gets the most use is generally inside the penalty box.  The ‘goal mouth’ sees the most usage.  This are is easily identifiable on many soccer fields because there is not much grass present.  We ask that all coaches move the goals away from this area when using them during practice.  Keep your drills out of this area as well.  There is space available between the fields that can be used for skills training.  When using the goals, move them to midfield or a touchline and distribute the wear around the field as much as possible.  Another area that can become worn is the area where the assistant referees are outside the touchline.  Try to avoid this area in practice if it is worn from the last week’s game. Scrimmaging with another team on your practice field with the goals correctly located can be done, however we ask that you limit this activity and take care of the turf and move the goals when you are done.

In addition to the practice rules that we have established, we also plan to move the fields again for the spring season to minimize the wear patterns in the grass.  

We are open to suggestions on how to improve the situation and are considering the long-term needs of the club for practice space.  Pass this information along to your players and parents so that they understand the efforts of the club.

